DRAFT MEETING REQUEST

Dear Name, M.P., 
I am writing to request a meeting at your earliest possible convenience to discuss the work of the Coalition for Canadian Astronomy and the need for continued funding of the Long Range Plan for Astronomy and Astrophysics (LRP).
In May 2000, the National Research Council/Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada Long Range Planning Panel released its report: The Origins of Structure in the Universe (commonly referred to as the Long Range Plan or LRP, available on-line at www.casca.ca/lrp/front-back/en-index.html).  A few months after this release, the Coalition for Canadian Astronomy was formed with the mandate to engage the resources of the Canadian Astronomical Society (CASCA), the Canadian research community, Canadian universities and Canadian industry to ensure that the necessary funding was secured from the Federal Government to meet the goals of the LRP.  For the first time, representatives of CASCA, industry and academia (the latter through the 21 members of the Association of Canadian Universities for Research in Astronomy) came together to ensure continued scientific excellence in Canadian astronomy.
In embracing the LRP the astronomical community recognized that the future of astronomy lies in big science: world projects conceived, designed, funded and operated by international partnership groups, with a lifespan in decades and costs in the hundreds of millions of dollars.  If Canadian astronomy was to have a future, it was through these projects.

In the 2001 and 2003 Budgets, the Federal Government provided nearly $60 million in funding to the National Research Council and the Canada Foundation for Innovation allowing the Coalition to begin work on crucial elements of the LRP, including Canada’s participation in the development of large international ground-based astronomical observatories.  These investments have given Canada a leading role in these international projects.  In 2004, CASCA established a panel to carry out a Mid-Term Review (MTR) of the LRP to ensure that its projects were still Canada’s priorities.  That report was released in the fall of 2005 and is available at www.casca.ca/lrp/mtr-approved.pdf.  

Canada’s initial investments in the LRP have had a profound impact on universities, particularly (name your university).  Since 2001, enrollment in astronomy at Canadian universities has increased substantially.  Astronomers have received 23 Canadian Research Chairs.  This success is based on the fact that students and faculty now have access to LRP associated projects – including many groundbreaking international initiatives.  With so many young people now pursuing an education in astronomy the next generation of Canadian astronomers will have the expertise needed to keep Canada at the forefront of this field which, as described below, is a huge benefit to the economy.

There are close to 100 Canadian companies, including (name your company), involved in the development of technologies and infrastructure related to astronomical research.  The industry members of the Coalition work closely with the Canadian and international university communities, the Hertzberg Institute for Astrophysics, and government agencies in Canada and abroad on these projects.  A KPMG study found that there is a two-to-one direct economic return to Canada for every dollar invested in astronomy, and an indirect return as high as ten-to-one.  The economic dividends of that funding flow to all parts of Canada. 
Astronomy investments create jobs and support small and medium sized businesses, who in turn take leadership roles in LRP projects developing and designing new technologies that can then be applied in other sectors.  To give you just a few examples of how this works, Canadians companies have spun off their expertise working on astronomy projects to become world leaders in fields ranging from adaptive optics to computer imagining to theme park rides.  Work on astronomy related projects has brought us the Internet, digital cameras, X-Ray machines, MRI machines and CAT Scans, just to name a few. 

If Canada wants to maintain its position as a world leader in astronomy, the Government needs to provide long-term financing.  This is critical in convincing our international partners that Canada’s participation in major project work is financially secure, a prerequisite in ensuring critical project work is entrusted to Canadians.  Without that investment, Canada will quickly lose its standing in the world astronomy community – along with the huge economic dividends that flow from it.   

I would like to take this opportunity to discuss with you the LRP, the Coalition’s efforts to secure additional funding from the government, and how the LRP impacts (name of university or company) in your riding.  Canada has experienced tremendous growth in the field of astronomy in the past several years.  We are concerned that without further funding all the achievements and benefits from those earlier investments will be jeopardized.  

Thank you for your time and consideration.  I will contact your office in the coming days to arrange a convenient time for this meeting.

