Draft Follow-up Letter to Member of Parliament 

Dear (Name), M.P.,

Thank you for taking the time to meet with me on (date) regarding the Coalition for Canadian Astronomy and the need for continued funding of the Long Range Plan for Astronomy and Astrophysics (LRP).  As you are aware, funding of astronomy, and the LRP in particular, has huge scientific, academic, technological and industrial impacts on all regions of Canada, particular in (city) through (university or company).
Since the initial funding of the LRP, enrolment in astronomy at Canadian universities has increased significantly.  Astronomers have received 23 Canadian Research Chairs.  This success is based on the fact that students and faculty have access to groundbreaking LRP associated projects, thereby ensuring that the next generation of Canadian astronomers will have the expertise needed to keep Canada at the forefront of this field. 
Furthermore, there are close to 100 Canadian companies involved in the development of technologies and infrastructure related to astronomical research and the projects of the LRP.  The economic dividends flow to all parts of Canada and provide a significant economic return, upwards of two-to-one directly and ten-to-one indirectly for every dollar invested. 
Earlier investments have made Canada a world leader in astronomy and this country is perfectly positioned to remain so – provided the Federal Government continues its funding.  By supporting the LRP, the Canadian Government will ensure Canadian astronomers, students and universities have access to the most modern and sophisticated instruments, helping them remain world leaders and continuing Canada’s number one ranking as the country with the most astronomical citations.  Furthermore, continued support of the LRP will ensure that Canadian industry can compete for the large design and development contracts associated with major international projects.  This in turn delivers economical and technological benefits to Canadian industry.   
We hope that you call or write to the Ministers of Industry and Finance to express your support for the continued funding of the LRP.  It is essential that LRP receive an infusion of funds by the next Federal Budget in order to ensure that Canada remains a partner in the several major LRP projects.
Thank you again for taking the time to meet with me.
Sincerely, 

Name

