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The Heritage Committee has been less active this past year largely due to other commitments of the
Chair. Those commitments were unusual and have largely been resolved and activity is beginning to
increase.
The resources on the Heritage Committee’s website has been added to (specifically a link to the
Dictionary of Canadian Biography / Le Dictionnaire biographique du Canada with the names of
astronomers listed there) but the overall organization and graphic appearance of the site needs some
work. Ros Haynes has offered to assist with this and that will be dealt with over the summer.
Additional links to biographies of deceased Canadian astronomers will be added and two more core
historical documents have been identified for scanning and addition to the site.
Agreement has been reached with the RASC’s Historical Committee to work together to avoid
duplication of efforts especially with respect to web activities. However, we have yet to follow up with
concrete projects.
Attempts to arrange interviews of Don MacRae and Jack Locke were unsuccessful.
Over the last year, the Chair has responded to a small number of enquires mostly concerning deceased
astronomers or staff members at observatories. Dave Turner also continues to get press (most recent
Reader’s Digest) and attention for his work on the origins of the stars on the ceiling of St. John’s
Anglican Church in Lunenburg, NS. Richard Jarrell has been contributing entries for the Biographical
Encyclopedia of Astronomers which will appear later this year.
Other related events in Canada
The Canada Science and Technology Museum, as part of its Year of Physics exhibit MégaScience,
included a section on the 100th Anniversary of the founding of the Dominion Observatory. The exhibit
concentrated on the first 25 years of the Observatory’s history and provided an opportunity to exhibit
some of the Museum’s artifacts which had never been shown since their removal from the Observatory
in the early 1970s. Some of the exhibit will remain to be used to support the Museum’s astronomy
educational programmes.
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